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THE INTERNET
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THE INTERNET IS A NETWORK OF 
INDEPENDENT NETWORKS

Not a coherent professional infrastructure but the 
sum of many independent networks, owned and 
operated by small and large organisations (and 
even individuals). 

Plus some glue components:

… like spying equipment, also 
owned by private (and some 
public) organisations

... like nameservers, 
also owned by private 
organisations.

.. like internet 
exchanges, owned by 
private organisations.



AND IT IS REALLY LAYERED ...

● Connections
– Physical links.

– Electrons. Light. Radio.

– Senders. Receivers.

● Conventions
– Standards

– Protocols

– Operational 
practises.

● Code + commodity  
– Ubiquitous code (Open source)

– A lot of legacy hardware

– Including your devices

Changing the core conventions of the internet means billions of (quasi-
coordinated) changes across existing networks that have never changed that 
way before. 
                         



WHY NGI ASSURE

The goal of NGI Assure (NGI-GO2S) is to support 
projects that design and engineer reusable 
building blocks for the Next Generation Internet as 
part of a complete, strong chain of assurances for 
all stakeholders

These assurances concen the source and integrity of 
what you find on the internet: 

– Data

– people (identities)

– Identifiers

– cyberphysical systems

– service components 

– processes.
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VISION FOR THE NEXT GENERATION INTERNET

“The overall mission of the Next 
Generation Internet initiative is to re-

imagine and re-engineer the Internet 
for the third millennium and beyond. 

We envision the information age will be an 
era that brings out the best in all of us. We 

want to enable human potential and 
creativity at the largest possible scale. 

In order to preserve and expand the 
European way of life, we shape a value-

centric, human and inclusive Internet 
for all.”

7



FREE/LIBRE
OPEN SOURCE

BUILDING BLOCKS

… that contribute to providing such assurances 
to actual users

●

This include (but are not limited to) 
quantum-proof cryptography, public key 

infrastructure, (augmented) 
authenticated key exchange, ratchet 

mechanisms (such as the Noise 
protocol) that securely chain key 

material, distributed hash tables and 
DAGs to make P2P interaction more 
secure, conflict-free replicated data 

types, mixnets and onion routing 
mechanisms, consensus protocols, 

distributed ledgers and (post) 
blockchain technologies that create 

redundant data sets managed 
independently by mutually distrustful 

parties, a priori usage control, symbolic 
and formal proofs, and tamperproof 

open hardware implementations of core 
cryptographic primitives. 
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What you think 
helps actual users



This project has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme 
under grant agreement No 957073
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NGI ASSURE WEBINAR
2ND OPEN CALL – HOW TO APPLY

March 4th 2021
Nuno Manarte, Project Manager 
FundingBox



HOW TO APPLY?

https://nlnet.nl/propose

Use this website if you:
� want to submit anonymously.
� are under 18.

https://ngi-assure-opencall.fundingbox.com

Use this website if you want to  be able to save 
your application and continue editing before 
submitting.
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OR

https://nlnet.nl/propose
https://ngi-assure-opencall.fundingbox.com/


HOW TO APPLY?
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� Short and simple application form (prepare and submit in one sitting)

� No difference in evaluation of applications from either website. Please don’t submit the same application to 
both websites.

� You cannot edit your application after submitting.

� Please read the Guide for Applicants and FAQs before applying.

� Apply before April 1st 12:00 PM CET (Brussels time).

� Next Open call from 1 April  to 1 June 2021.

https://ngi-assure-opencall.fundingbox.com/pages/Guide%20for%20Applicants
https://nlnet.nl/assure/faq/index.html


WHAT DO WE OFFER?

� You can apply for a grant between 5 000 and 50 000 Euro.

� Technical and business support according to the needs of each project.

� If the initial project works out well, you can follow up with other project proposals.

� A follow up only makes sense if the idea turns out to be exceptionally good, and you prove the 
feasibility of your approach and your ability to execute.

� 200 000 Euro hard limit for any applicant for the programme.
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APPLICATION FORM

FundingBox
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APPLICATION FORM
FundingBox - Start a new application



APPLICATION FORM
FundingBox – Sections marked with a star are obligatory. 

Click to add a 
contributor to 
your form

You can export the 
application as a PDF

Click to fill in the 
different sections



APPLICATION FORM
FundingBox – Basic information section .Fields marked with a star are obligatory. 

After editing, 
don’t forget to 
click Save and 
continue at the 
bottom of the 
page



APPLICATION FORM
FundingBox – Project description. Fields marked with a star are obligatory. 

After editing, 
don’t forget to 
click Save and 
continue at the 
bottom of the 
page



APPLICATION FORM
FundingBox – Data protection clause. Fields marked with a star are obligatory. 

After editing, 
don’t forget to 
click Save and 
continue at the 
bottom of the 
page



APPLICATION FORM
FundingBox – Data protection clause. Fields marked with a star are obligatory. 

When you are finished 
you must submit your 
application

You cannot edit the 
application after 
submission



APPLICATION FORM

NLnet
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APPLICATION FORM
NLnet – Choose the NGI Assure open call and fill in your application.

You must select the Open 
Call to which you want to 
apply.

You can submit 
anonymously but 
you must provide 
contact 
information.



APPLICATION FORM
NLnet – All application form sections are on the same page.



APPLICATION FORM
NLnet – You must prepare and submit your application in the same browser session. 

When you are 
finished you must 
submit your 
application

You cannot save your 
application and edit 
later.



Q&A
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Still have questions?

Reach out to us in the NGI 
Assure community
 
or 

send your questions to: 
ngi-assure@nlnet.nl

https://spaces.fundingbox.com/spaces/ngi-community-ngi-assure
https://spaces.fundingbox.com/spaces/ngi-community-ngi-assure


This project has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation 
Programme under Grant Agreement No 957073

THANK YOU!
Nuno Manarte
Project Manager
nuno.manarte@fundingbox.com
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